
HAZELWOOD Walter E 

 

 Rifleman  King's Royal Rifle Corps  1st Battalion.  

Died of wounds: 15/05/1915  

Service No: 5/4501  

 According to the record "Soldier died WW1", he had been  born  in Boyton  and enlisted  at Colchester.  

Though the 1901 census shows him as  Walter Hazelwood  aged 6  born in Suffolk Capel St Andrew living at 

that time in East Suffolk at Boyton    He had at one stage held the temporary rank of Lance Corporal.  The news 

reached the village  that he had been "Missing in Action" in  May 1915. In September confirmation came 

through that he had in fact been killed. 

1st Battalion in August 1914 was stationed in Aldershot.  On the 11 August 1914 they moved to France, landing 

at (Le) Havre. They were attached to Lines of Communication, which was part of 6th Brigade, 2nd 

Division. Walter however crossed to France on the 29
th
 November 1914. 

One of the first Divisions to move to France, the 2nd Division remained on the Western Front throughout the 

war. It took part in most of the major actions as follows:- The Battle of Mons, The Affair of Landrecies, 

Rearguard Actions of Villers-Cotterets, The Battle of the Marne, The Battle of the Aisne, First Battle of Ypres. 

He died of wounds sustained in the Battle of Aubers Ridge, 9 May 1915.During the 1st Day the bulk of the 

fighting was carried out by the 1st Division. 5.00pm. General Haig, hearing of the continued failure of the 

Southern attack, orders 2nd Division to relieve 1st Division with a view to a bayonet attack at dusk, 8.00pm. 

This attack was subsequently deferred due to major road congestion. 

10 May 1915 2.30am: the 200 or so surviving Rifle Brigade and Royal Irish Rifles were withdrawn from their 

position, all efforts to reinforce them having been repulsed. 

3.00am: the last few Kensingtons also returned from their position; all British troops were now out of the 

German lines. Around this time, First Army HQ, having by now got a good picture of the losses, failures and 

general conditions, called a Commanders conference for 9.00am, to take place at I Corps HQ on the Locon 

road, some 1.5 miles from Bethune. 

9.00am: the Army and Corps commanders and staffs in attendance learned that there was insufficient artillery 

ammunition to continue two attacks. (The Secretary of State for War, Kitchener, had also just ordered a 

considerable portion of existing stocks to be sent to the Dardanelles); for example there were only some 3,000 

18-lbr rounds left, and some of that was way behind the firing positions. They also heard that the 4.7-inch 

ammunition that had caused problems on IV Corps front was too defective for further use, and that the fuses on 

15-inch heavy rounds were also defective and the shells simply did not burst on hitting the wet ground. All 

further orders for renewing the attack were cancelled at 1.20pm; the views of the conference were transmitted 

to GHQ. 7th Division was ordered to move from it's position North of Neuve Chapelle to the South of it, with a 

view to strengthening a future offensive there. 



British casualties from the 9 May attacks continued to move through the Field Ambulances for at least three 

days after the attack. 

 

1914-1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 victory medal 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Memorial 

Reference: Panel 32 and 33. Memorial: LE 

TOURET MEMORIAL 

The Memorial in Le Touret Military Cemetery, 

Richebourg-l'Avoue, is one of those erected by 

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission to 

record the names of the officers and men who 

fell in the Great War and whose graves are not 

known. It serves the area enclosed on the North 

by the river Lys and a line drawn from Estaires 

to Fournes, and on the South by the old 

Southern boundary of the First Army about 

Grenay; and it covers the period from the 

arrival of the II Corps in Flanders in 1914 to the 

eve of the Battle of Loos. It does not include the 

names of officers and men of Canadian or Indian regiments; they are found on the Memorials at Vimy and 

Neuve-Chapelle. No. of Identified Casualties: 13369 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury  
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